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Photo by Chris Moskal 
A construction worker climbs to the top floor of the new residence hall. PC Construction is still in the process of enveloping the building to pro- 
tect the site from winter elements. 


Cold Weather Construction Prepping Plans 


By James Greer 
Staff Writer 


As the days get colder and 
shorter, students are concluding 
their studies and getting ready to 
head home for winter break. But 
as the sounds of students fade 
from the campus, the hums of 
equipment and the clang of metal 
on metal continue. 

The of the 
Quad Commons at St. Michael’s 
has been the biggest change on 
campus. Fenced off from stu- 
dents, it is a gargantuan struc- 
ture, a labyrinth of iron and steel, 
filled with men determined to 
get the project done before the 
next school year, regardless of 
the weather. 

Ray Moran, the senior su- 
perintendent of PC Construc- 
tion, has thoroughly prepared for 


construction 


winter, with a crew experienced 
for harsh conditions. 

“Winter is typically tough in 
Vermont to build in,” said Mora, 
who has been with the project 
since the very beginning in early 
May. “We have to protect our 
work.” 

One of the newest members 
of the crew is Chris Andreani, a 


junior mechanical enginéering 


major at St. Michael’s. Andreani 
has been on the project through 
an internship for the past month 
and a half, taking progress pho- 
tos of the site and doing office 
work. Next semester, Andreani 
will be working in the actual 
site, something he is looking for- 
ward to despite the cold. 

“T’m a little nervous, excited 
though. It’s new stuff,” Andreani 
said. 

One of the obvious concerns 


about the construction is keep- 
ing the project, and the work- 
ers, warm. Keeping wetness and 
moisture out of the site are also 
priorites. 

“The snow ' that’s coming 
down right now gets everything 
wet and especially when it’s un- 
expected like this, it is difficult 
to maneuver around the job site,” 
Andreani said. 

Right now, PC Construction 
is in the middle of enveloping the 
building, or sealing off openings 
so that the elements cannot make 
it inside. This is being done us- 
ing the tarps that students can 
see from the outside, in addition 
to spray foam that will insulate 
heat. 

Once this is. done, heat is 
pumped into the building using 
two large incandescent fur- 
nace heaters called salaman- 


ders, which are being powered 
by natural gas. Moran wants the 
heat to keep tools and his crew 
warm, but does not want to use it 
excessively. 

“We heat for what we have 
to and we try to squeeze as much 
as we can and be efficient as we 
possibly can,” Moran said. “We 
are not wasting energy, we are 
only supporting the construction 
at this point in time.” 

James Farrington, the as- 
sociate director of Architectural 
& Design Services for St. Mi- 
chael’s, said the heating for the 
project is about $50,000, money 
paid by the school to PC Con- 
struction as a part of the overall 
cost. 

“In our general conditions, 
we paid for it, but they gave us 
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Custodian’s Union Brings Concerns For Employment 


Of the 36 employed custodians, 18 voted in favor of becoming the first group of St. Michael’s employees to join a union 





By Patrick Cope 
Columns Editor 


Every day, St. Michael’s 
students see custodians in the 
dorms and the educational build- 
ings cleaning up messes. Some 
students may offer a conversa- 
tion with them or just a friendly 
hello, while others may simply 
ignore them. Until recently, how- 
ever, the subject of their employ- 
ment benefits and wages at this 
college has rarely been talked 
about. 

Last month, the custodi- 
ans voted in favor of joining the 
American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employ- 
ees (AFSCME) as part of the 
93rd chapter in this union. This 
marks the first time that a group 
of employees at St. Michael’s 
has requested a chance to join a 
union. Out of the 36 custodians 
employed by the college, 18 vot- 
ed in favor of unionizing and 17 
voted against (with one absence 
from the vote). 

“In March we wanted to 
affiliate ourselves with United 
Electrical Workers and as we 
continued to look into them, we 
realized that their strategies were 
different from what we were in- 


terested in,” said Tom Kingston, 
a St. Michael’s custodian and 
head of the Union Organizing 
Committee (UOC). “So, during 
the summer we spoke to a num- 
ber of different unions and, after 
careful review, AFSCME looked 
like the best. They had a lot of 
good resources, lower dues and a 
democratic structure.” 

The UOC was formed pri- 
marily out of a desire to pro- 
vide a more structured process 
in regards to how work-related 
grievances were made to man- 
agement. Kingston and others 
said that their supervisors had 
been unfair when giving repri- 
mands to certain custodians who 
had good productivity records 
for work that was deemed un- 
satisfactory by their supervisors. 
When they tried to take their 
complaints to Human Resourc- 
es, Kingston claimed, they were 
met with more reprimands. 

Within the near future, 
Kingston hopes to form a nego- 
tiation committee, comprised 
of custodians, which will meet 
with an AFSCME representative 
to draft an employment contract 
for the school administrators and 
employees to adhere to. Once 
the contract is drafted, the cus- 


Photo by Patrick Cope 
Custodian Paul Shaw cleans the single bathroom on the fourth floor of Joyce Hall. Shaw is one of several 
custodians who remains opposed to unionizing. t 


todians will then meet with the 
administrators to negotiate the 
terms of the contract so that both 
parties can agree. 

In terms of union demands, 
the grievance procedure is one of 
their main concerns, which has 
generated response from many 
other administrators at St. Mi- 
chael’s, including the Office of 
Human Resources. 

“We like to suggest that em- 
ployees settle grievances with 
their own supervisor and if that 
doesn’t work, then take it up the 
ladder to the next level of super- 
vision,” said Michael New, vice 
president of Human Resources. 
“If there’s no satisfaction there 
then they can come to us in Hu- 
man Resources. Now, there’s go- 
ing to be this contract illustrat- 
ing the terms and conditions of 
employment and that may add 
a bit more structure to the pro- 
cess.” 

New expressed a sense of 
hope that the union contract ne- 
gotiations can be resolved quick- 
ly so that the custodians can, 
once again, be an active part of 
the campus community. 

“T’ve been at St. Michael’s 
for about 12 years now and I’ve 
always thought of it to be a sort 


of pro-employee place,” New 
said. “We offer a very competi- 
tive wage and benefits package 
for our employees. I was sur- 
prised that a group of employees 
felt the need to unionize and be 
a part of this community. ’'m 
hopeful in looking ahead that we 
can move forward on this issue 
and do the jobs we were hired to 
do.” ' 

At the same time, however, 
there has been much opposition 
to the concept of a union. Two 
custodians, Ann Michaud and 
Paul Shaw, have expressed their 
apprehension, through columns 
to the Defender and posters, at 
the creation of a custodial union 
out of their own vested interests 
in the well-being of students. 
They believe that a contract 
would overcomplicate a griev- 
ance procedure with their super- 
visors, whom they believe have 
been fair. 

“We had a new manager 
take over and he’s learning and 
he’s asked our opinions to help 
him out,” Shaw said. “Expenses 
are high, and we don’t get as 
high a pay as other trades do, but 
they need the money more than 
we do.” 

Michaud and Shaw pub- 
lished several pamphlets in 
which they explained that while 
unions do have their purpose in 
some places, they do tend to ex- 
ecute negotiations in a forceful 
manner that causes tensions. 

“The college is doing what 
they can for us,’ Michaud said. 
“Do the students want to poten- 
tially see $5,000-$8,000 added 
on to their tuition because a few 
people want more money or can’t 
get along with their supervisors? 
No. It’s not right for the students. 
It’s not right for the college.” 

The wage increases that 
Michaud mentioned are just an- 
other part of the union demands; 
however, this is a part of the po- 
tential contract that has not been 
touched on yet. Kingston noted 
that the pay increases would not 
have too much effect on tuition 
because of the small percentage 
of St. Michael’s budget that is 
reserved for custodians, which is 
about $1 million in wages out of 
the $28 million for other salaries 
and wages, according to the 2011 


IRS tax forms from the college. 

Kingston claims that this 
amount for the custodians could 
be increased slightly if the col- 
lege decreased the amount that 
went to the college’s highest 
compensated employees. 

The benefits of the union 
would be given to the custo- 
dians but would not extend to 
other services on campus such as 
trades and groundskeepers. 

“The physical labor plant 
has three big divisions in terms 
of hierarchy and pay,” said Wil- 
liam Grover, political science 
professor and advisor of the Stu- 
dent Labor Action Movement 
(SLAM). “Trades are at the top- 
- those are your carpenters, pip- 
efitters and plumbers- they get 
paid a much higher rate. Ground- 
skeepers are at the middle, they 
cut the grass, prune the trees, 
everything to make the campus 
look more beautiful. Custodians 
are more at the bottom of the hi- 
erarchy.” 

Grover further explained 
that when unionizing was debat- 
ed last year, some groundskeep- 
ers were in favor of it, but most 
tradesmen were not because 
they felt their wages were high 
enough. Around last summer, 
the custodians decided to estab- 
lish a union for their own benefit. 

Michaud and Shaw have 
created a petition for other cus- 
todians against the union to take 
an “open-shop” stance on the is- 
sue so they will not have to be- 
come involved in union activities 
or dues. 

“I’m not here for them, I’m 
here for the students,’ Michaud 
said. “It’s scary: they say they 
want to ‘build a strong union and 
power within the workplace.’ 
That’s intimidating. If people 
would just come in and do their 
job, things would be just fine. 
Just show the students respect 


. and hopefully they’ll return it 


right back.” 

Michaud expressed con- 
cern that if the union demands 
became too great, the college 
would lose funding as a result of 
incoming first-year classes be- 
ing smaller due to potentially in- 
creased tuition. They feared that 
St. Michael’s would suffer the 

See UNION on page 7 








CONSTRUCTION: 


Continued from page 2 


a price for it,’ said Farrington 
who, like Moran, would like to 
see a winter similar to last year. 
“So if they spend more for heat, 
we are not liable for it. If they 
save some money on their heat- 
ing, they make out better.” 

“We had always planned for 
winter,’ Farrington said. “A win- 
ter like last year would be helpful 
because if it is warmer, we don’t 
need as much energy to heat the 
building.” 

As with all construction 
projects of this size, building oc- 
curs around a schedule, one that 
is monitored and updated twice a 
month according to Moran. 

But even with all this pre- 
paredness, Farrington and Mo- 
ran both recognize that winter 
can bring about setbacks for the 
project. If everything moves ac- 
cording to the schedule, students 
should be seeing some major 








progress by early spring. 

“By March, the residence 
hall building should be sheet 
rocked and have sealing grids 
in place,” Farrington said. “That 
building will be getting pretty 
far along. For the student’s cen- 
ter, we will have all the interior 
walls up and a lot of the me- 
chanical and electrical in place, 
maybe a little bit of sheetrock on 
some of the walls.” 

Moran expects the same 
goals for the project, and looks 
forward to the next steps being 
taken. 

“It’s always exciting,’ Mo- 
ran said. “It’s exciting to work 
through the details of how you 
put it together. We have our 
conceptual drawings and every- 
body has done their detailing, 
but it’s always exciting to put it 
all together, to make the building 
come together.” 
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Construction in the Quad Com- 
mons continues as the tempera- 
ture drops and winter approach- 
es. While winter can bring 
potential setbacks, the plan is to 
continue on with construction 
throughout the entire winter. 
From top to bottom the dates of 
the photos are: Oct. 1, Oct. 22 
and Oct. 24. 
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Task Force To Enhance Communications 


By Marissa St. Laurent 
Staff Writer 


When St. Michael’s intro- 
duced the mySMC portal before 
the start of the fall semester, stu- 
dents, faculty and staff hoped 
that this tool would help curb the 
amount of emails that they re- 
ceived. However, upon return to 
campus many people found that 
their online mailboxes were fill- 
ing just as quickly as ever. 

Discussions concerning the 
number of emails that members 
of the campus community re- 
ceive daily led to the formation 
of the Communications Task 
Force in September. This group, 
comprised of one student, one 
faculty and five staff members, 
has one mission — to enhance 
communication on campus. The 
group anticipates that by focus- 
ing on better communication, 
the unwanted amount of emails 
people receive will decrease. 

“One of the principles is to 
improve campus communica- 
tion, so it’s not strictly about 
email in any sense,” said Bill 


Anderson, the chief information 
officer and member of the Com- 
munications Task Force. 
Although the Task Force is 
one of the main groups behind 
this push for better communica- 
tion, they do receive help from 
others. The Task Force makes 
recommendations to the Tech- 
nology Steering Committee, 


- which focuses more on the more 


technological aspect of commu- 
nication. After these recommen- 
dations are made, the Technolo- 
gy Steering Committee helps the 
Task Force understand what can 
really be done using the software 
available. 

Some of the ways that the 
Task Force plans on improving 
communication include encour- 


aging the use of the mySMC ° 


portal, limiting who has access 
to the global distribution list, 
and allowing students an opt-in/ 
opt-out style of receiving emails. 


Most of the club and event 


announcements will be moved to 
the mySMC portal under desig- 
nated areas. Clubs will still be 
able to send emails, but students 


will decide which clubs they re- 
ceive emails from through the 
opt-in/opt-out system. This new 
system will be like other mail- 
ing lists in the fact that a person 
can opt in or opt out of receiv- 
ing these emails whenever they 
want to. 

“It’s really, really easy to 
send an email to 3,000 people,” 
said John Payne, director of li- 
brary and information services 
and member of the communica- 
tions task force. “It’s harder to 
send an email to 30 people, but 
sometimes only 30 people really 
need to know about this.” 

Only a select few will be 
allowed to send mass emails to 
the entire student body. These 
emails will be messages of im- 
portance to all of campus such as 
Alliot hours during breaks, reg- 
istration deadlines and gradua- 
tion date.reminders. In addition, 
a daily email with a compilation 
of what is happening on campus 
will be sent to the entire school. 
These messages will be simi- 
lar to the ones students receive 
about weekend events. Not only 


will the daily emails list perfor- 
mances, meetings and lectures 
happening that day, but they will 
also have reminders for upcom- 
ing events as well. 

Senior Lauren Barone, sec- 
retary of communications for 
the Student Association, serves 
as the only student on the Task 
Force. Through Barone, the 
group hears the voices of the stu- 
dents. She has found that a com- 
mon issue for many students on 
campus is that it is more tempt- 
ing to delete emails without giv- 
ing them a second look, espe- 
cially when they come in large 
quantities each day. This causes 
students to skip over important 
messages or miss out on club 
meetings and events they might 
have been interested in. 

“T think it will ultimately get 
students to be more involved be- 
cause it will allow them to have 
that time to kind of sit down and 
look at things,” Barone said. “I 
think people will be more inter- 
ested.” 

According to Payne, com- 
plaints about the proposed sys- 


tem are limited. Most of these 
concerns come from faculty who 
fear that their message will not 
reach as large of an audience 
as they want. The Task Force 
stresses the fact that fewer emails 
will lead to more informed stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff because 
they will only receive informa- 
tion they find pertinent to them- 
selves. 

“For every twenty emails 
that most faculty and staff would 
think are spam or useless, a stu- 
dent will get 50,” Anderson said. 
“T think it’s a key thing to try 
to improve students’ ability to 
know ‘This I have to read.” 

Payne also said that well 
over 1,000 students log into 
mySMC every weekday. This 
shows that while some students 
may be reluctant to adopt this 
new portal, a very large number 
of people are already using it at 
least five days a week when it 
has only existed for a semester. 

The Communications Task 
Force plans on having these 
changes in effect during the 
spring semester. 


Burlington Receives Smarter City Grant 


By Shannon Moore 
Features Editor 


The city of Burlington will 
soon get assistance to move 
towards becoming “smarter” 
with the recent announcement 
of a grant from IBM. Mayor 
Miro Weinberger announced 
the news at Burlington Electric 
Department on Nov. 14. He said 
the $400,000 grant will bring a 
global team of IBM analysts to 
Burlington for three weeks in 
2013 to help clarify and stream- 
line efficiency efforts strategies 
that will be shared statewide. 

“What .a great day for the 
city of Burlington,” Weinberger 
said in a statement. “We truly 
are honored that IBM has recog- 
nized and believes in our strong 
vision for Burlington’s sustain- 
able energy future and will 
dedicate substantial resources 
toward providing our city with 
the knowledge and tools we need 


to achieve our renewable energy 
goals.” 

In 2010, IBM Citizenship 
created the Smarter Cities Chal- 
lenge to help 100 cities over a 
three-year period to address 
some of the critical challenges 
facing cities. They do this by 
contributing the time and ex- 
pertise of their top experts from 
different business units and ge- 
ographies, putting them on the 
ground for three weeks to work 
closely with city leaders and de- 
liver recommendations on how 
to make the city smarter and 
more effective, according to the 
IBM website. 

The grant requires. an appli- 
cation and the 2012 summit was 
recently held in New York which 
allows for all the members of the 
board for a city to travel and ob- 
serve a series of panels. Accord- 


_ing to the IBM website, they ex- 


pected over 100 attendees at the 


mit, including nearly 20 mayors 
confirmed from Latin America, 
the United States, Asia, Austra- 
lia, Europe and Africa. 

St. Michael’s environmental 
studies professor Valerie Ban- 
schbach, who is also the environ- 
mental studies program direc- 
tor, talked about smart meters, 
which can be implemented due 
to the grant. 

“Smart meters will not only 
allow the data to be transmitted 
to the utility company quickly. 
It will allow the homeowners to 
see what they’re doing in terms 
of power consumption,” Ban- 
schbach said. “If consumers can 
cut back on their usage it will be 
beneficial to the city so it defi- 
nitely has economic pay-offs for 
the whole city.” 

Banschbach also _ talked 
about how St. Michael’s is al- 


-Teady making smart moves to 
~ increase its energy. uses. For 


will use geothermal energy. 

“A lot of other things have 
been put in place on campus to 
try to reduce power usage for 
example the automatic switch on 
the lights,” Banschbach said. 

She also went on to talk 
about how a guest lecturer who 
recently came to the college pro- 
vided good insight on the topic 
of sustainability. 

“We are at a point in time 
when we must behave differently 
than we have in the recent past,” 
Banschbach said. “And through- 
out history humans now have to 
constantly limit themselves I can 
relate that to smart meters be- 
cause it’s a tool to become a little 
more conscious of what we are 
doing.” 

Junior Elizabeth Watts, an 
environmental studies and edu- 
cation double major is excited 
about the news of the grant. 

“Receiving this award is a 


city of Burlington,” Watts said. 
And the state of Vermont, be- 
cause it means that as a com- 
munity we are making lifestyle 
changes that are going to have a 
huge impact on Vermont’s sus- 
tainability.” 

Watts said that environ- 
mental studies majors at St. 
Michael’s approach the environ- 
ment through social sciences, 
humanities, and natural sciences 
to gain a well rounded knowl- 
edge about their environment, 
the problems we are faced with, 
what causes these problems and 
how to fix them. 

“We need to continue work- 
ing on a small scale so that we 
can build a foundation to make 
changes on a global scale,” Watts 
said. “That is what this award is 
making possible.” 
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us Second Semester 





Photo by Taylor Lange 


Students eat lunch in Alliot Hall on Friday. Updates in Alliot Hall will include new seating, new tables and updated artwork by students in the upcoming years. 


By Taylor Lange 
News Editor 


In the upcoming years, St. 
Michael’s and Sodexo plan on 
renovating the Green Mountain 
Dining Room in the Alliot Stu- 
dent Center. 

Sodexo worked with students 
on the Food Committee to de- 
cide on what changes should be 
made to the dining hall. 

Senior Anna Castronovo, 
secretary of Student Life and 
part of the Food Committee, 
said that they meet two to three 
times a semester to discuss what 
improvements could be made to 
Alliot Hall. 

In the Student Life office, there 
was a suggestion box where all 
students could submit their ideas 
for improvements. 

“There were about 12 ques- 


tre 


tions,’ Castronovo said. “They 
ranged from getting better seat- 
ing in Alliot to basically making 
it less cafeteria style and more 
coffee bar style, where if you just 
want to sit and do homework you 
can and not take up a 12 person 
table.” 

Looking at the short term, 
this week the Chef’s Corner 
is going to have a wok station, 
where students can build their 
own stir-fry. In addition, Sodexo 
is going to identify one station 
where everything is gluten-free. 

“This is so the students who 
need a gluten-free diet don’t have 
to pick and choose so much,” 
said Hank Strashnick, general 
manager of Sodexo at St. Mi- 
chael’s. 

By January or sooner, Sodexo 
is looking to install a nutritional 
kiosk where a computer system 


would have all of the basic in- 
formation surrounding nutrition, 
Strashnick said. 

For long term plans, Stras- 
hnick said that Sodexo and the 
school have been looking to 
make major renovations. Those 
include an updated dining room 
that would include new tables 
and chairs, a quiet zone, a TV 
zone and moving some of the 
things in the kitchen area into 
the dining room. 

In addition, the artwork is 
going to be replaced by student- 
generated work and the serving 
area will be upgraded. Stras- 
hnick said that those updates 
would be at least two years down 
the road. 

Senior Allie DeLorenzo is in 
full support of the renovations. 
She said that after eating in Al- 


liot Hall for the past three years, 
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she’s ready for an upgrade. 

“T only wish that I would be 
around for the renovations to see 
how it comes out,’ DeLorenzo 
said. 

Senior Laken Ferreira agreed 
with DeLorenzo about the reno- 
vations, especially with the art- 
work. 

“T think the artwork is weird,” 
Ferreira said. “They definitely 
need to change it.” 

One problem Strashnick said 
was that the building is from 
1962, and it hasn’t grown in size, 
resulting in an inefficient, small 
storage area. 

He also said that the number 
of students has tripled since 1962 
and so has the quantity of items 
offered. 

“We need about 6 cubic feet 
of storage,” Strashnick said. “We 
ran out of storage years ago.” 


With a bigger storage capac- 
ity, it would cut down the num- 
ber of deliveries. 

“Right now, we have major 
deliveries three times a week,” 
Strashnick said. “We’d like to cut 
that down to two.” 

The last time the building re- 
ceived renovations was in 1992, 
when St. Michael’s enlarged the 
dining area. In 2004, the serving 
area was renovated. 

“At first glance, it’s a great 
room,” Strashnick said. “But 
after three years, it’s the same 
room. Schools have learned to 
change it up.” 

Other schools that have had 
their dining halls renovated in 
recent years are Colby Sawyer, 
St. Anslem, Stonehill, Assump- 
tion, Providence and Salve Re- 
gina, Strashnick said. 
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Potential Bill to Freeze College Tuition 


By Cameron Miller 
Staff Writer 


Just when you think you can 
manage the next payment for 
your tuition at St. Michael’s Col- 
lege you find out it has jumped to 
something just out of your reach. 
Students of Vermont colleges 
and universities have begun to 
see a handicap when it comes to 
trying to get a college education. 
Tuition is that problem. 

As a state, Vermont’s col- 
leges and universities have in- 
creased by 8.3 percent in the last 
year. Tuition has increased at St. 
Michael’s in the past four years 
and will again increase next fall. 
Congressman Peter Welch asked 


has been trying to construct a 
bill to freeze tuition costs. 

In Welch’s statement to- 
wards the issue of a tuition regu- 
lation, or “freeze” he told how he 
wants to change paying for col- 
lege from a devastating headache 
to a reasonable shot at an educa- 
tion for a middle class family. 

“Rapidly rising tuition costs 
are narrowing that path for mid- 
dle class families. This legisla- 
tion will help colleges and uni- 
versities control regulatory costs 
and give parents predictability 
on the future cost of tuition as 
they piece together the resources 
for their children’s college edu- 
cation,’ Welch said in his press 
release for the bill. 


The bill would take place as 
follows. A task force made up of 
representatives of high education 
and government agencies are 
to come up with recommenda- 
tions to present to colleges like 
St. Michael’s and the University 
of Vermont that would help re- 
duce unnecessary expenses that 
a college may not need. The next 
step is that the college president 
then has 120 days to submit his 
or her legislation, which is de- 
bated amongst these officials. If 
the rules are passed punishments 
are reinforced for those who fail 
to comply. 

On the other end of the 
spectrum are the Presidents of 
the Vermont colleges and uni- 


versities. They have come to- 
gether to oppose Welch and his 
“tuition freeze” bill. The main 
problem that presidents and vice 
presidents have, is that they do 
not feel that freezing tuition will 
keep their staff happy and in 
good standing. 

Vice President of UVM 
Gary Derr explains that the cut- 
backs could be too substantial, 
and would force professors and 
other faculty to step down which 
puts the colleges and universities 
in a bind to find new employ- 
ees. The colleges and universi- 
ties need the professors, which 
makes them the first priority 
when considering the cost of tu- 
ition. 


“The challenge with most 
university and college budgets is 
that the majority of expenses are 
personnel related costs,’ Derr 
said. 

The majority of students at 
St. Michael’s are unaware that a 
tuition freeze could be in the fu- 
ture but once it was brought upon 
them, students like junior Conor 
Robinson, cannot seem to find a 
negative. 

“Every year my parents look 
at the bill and decide on a GPA I 
must receive in order to stay at 
St. Mike’s,” said Robinson. “It 
get’s higher every year.” 





UNION: 


Continued from page 3 


same fate as Trinity College in 
Burlington, which was closed in 
2000 due to lack of funding and 
is now owned by the University 
of Vermont. 

St. Michael’s President John 


Neuhauser dismissed this fear, 
insisting that while there may 
be some hard feelings on both 
sides of the issue, the union did 
not pose any type of hindrance 
to the college as a whole. 

“J don’t see anything like 
that happening here,” Neuhauser 
said. “I don’t think whether we 
have a union or not will ulti- 
mately affect our viability as an 
institution. To some extent, it 


does limit our flexibility, but it’s 
not an existential threat by any 
means.” 

Neuhauser and the adminis- 
trators had held a meeting after 
the vote with the custodians to 
outline all the reasons why they 
might not want to unionize. He 
also issued a press release to the 
St. Michael’s community asking 
them to treat this issue with the 
respect it deserves. 


- Patagonia 


Burlington 


Vermont’s 
Best 


Selection 


“We should all try to get 
along and move forward,” Neu- 
hauser said. “We all have jobs to 
do, so we should do them. It was 
a little personally disappointing 
to hear that the custodians were 
doing this, but it is ultimately 
their choice to do it.” 

Once a negotiations com- 
mittee is formed by the custo- 
dians, they will meet with AF- 
SCME representatives and move 


forward with contract negotia- 
tions. As of now, the potential 
results of these negotiations re- 
main unknown, but the issue has 
been decided by the custodians 
and many of them will continue 
to fight for what they feel is a 
better degree of control in their 
working conditions. 
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‘Daily Show’ Comedian To Perform 


By Chris Moskal 
Photo Editor 


Although best known for 
his role on “The Daily Show 
with Jon Stewart” and as the PC 
in Apple’s Mac vs. PC ad cam- 
paign, comedian John Hodgman 
has done much more. He has 
had three books published since 
2005, was editor of the humor 
section for The New York Times 
magazine and has appeared in a 
number of movies and popular 
television shows like “30 Rock,” 
“Community,” and “Bored to 
Death.” In 2009 he performed at 
the Radio and Television Corre- 
spondents Dinner. 

Hodgman went to college at 
Yale University. 

His three books, “The Ar- 
eas of My Expertise,’ “More 
Information Than You Require,” 
and “That is All,” are all based 
around fake facts he made up. 

This fake knowledge carries 
over to his role as resident expert 
for The Daily Show, for which 
Hodgman has been called on to 
share his “expertise.” 

Hodgman’s humor often fo- 
cuses on politics. His prediction 
for the 2008 Election was that 
one of the candidates would re- 
veal a hook for a hand. 

He will be performing at St. 
Michael’s on Saturday, Dec. 8 
with opener Eugene Mirman and 
spoke with the Defender for an 
interview. 


Q&A wih John Hodgman 


Q: Being a college newspa- 
per I have to ask, do you have a 
favorite college memory? 

A: It’s what I can’t remember 
that I cherish most. 


Q:Your bio said that you 
“unexpectedly became a co- 
median.” Can you speak about 
that? 

A:I had started out when I 
came to New York wanting to 
be a writer of serious short sto- 
ries about profound feelings and 
ended up writing humor for a 
website called McSweeny’s. And 
the humor writing was where I 
really found my voice as a writer. 


And the few times that I 
would perform comedy it was 
purely in a, sort of, in a literary 
context. 


I wrote my first book of hu- 
mor — my first book of arguable 
humor — which was “The Areas 
of My Expertise,” which is my 
first book of amazing true facts 
made up entirely by me. And that 
put me on “The Daily Show” as 
a guest to promote the book, and 
they asked me to come back and 
do comedy, which was utterly a 
surprise. 


And that, consequently, put 
me much more firmly in a come- 
dic niche. 


And so I had to live up to a 
profession that I had not chosen, 
but am thrilled to have, because 
I love comedy, as I always have. 


Q: Can you explain your 
role on The Daily Show? 

A: Pve spent a number of 
years being the resident expert 
on the show, which was the go- 
to expert on all subjects ranging 
from nuclear fission to presiden- 
tial history to unfrozen cavemen. 
And more recently I’ve been ap- 
pearing on the show as the resi- 
dent deranged millionaire, fill- 
ing the role on The Daily Show 
that Donald Trump fills for ev- 
ery other form of media. 


Q: Through all your work, 
have you been able to meet or 
work with anyone that you’ve 
looked up to? 

A: Well, I’m looking for- 
ward to working with someone I 
look up to in Colchester, Vt. — a 
man named Eugene Mirman, an 
incredibly talented and funny 
stand up comic that ’ve known 
for years and admired. 


I had the weird experience 
having gone on television be- 
cause now I was getting to meet 
a lot of my performing idols, 
including the cast of “Battlestar 
Galactica,’ more recently get- 
ting to perform opposite Alec 
Baldwin in “30 Rock,” and Tina 
Fey in “Baby Mama” — just utter 


geniuses. 


This is still very very weird, 
to essentially be on the other side 
of the screen. 


Q: I saw that you per- 
formed at the 2009 Radio and 
Television Correspondents 
Dinner. What was it like per- 
forming for the President? 

A: It was utterly terrifying. 


You know, in part because it 
was the first half of the first year 
of his first term, so the whole 
flush of excitement of his elec- 
tion was still making everyone’s 
heart race, whether they voted 
for him or not. He’s such a pow- 
erful presence in the room. 


And I knew that no one was 
there to see me. They were there 
to see the president, and that 
became very clear because as 
I spoke after him, which was a 
cruel thing to do to me, and as I 
took the podium I basically saw 
half the room filing out to use 
the bathroom. But whether or 
not the president had to use the 
bathroom, he had to sit there and 
listen to me. And it became very 
clear that my whole performance 
was for him, and if he laughed 
that it would be okay, and if he 
did not laugh that it was not go- 
ing to be okay, and I didn’t care 
about anyone else. And because 
he is not a monster and was will- 
ing to be nice to me, he laughed, 
and I felt very good about it. 


Afterwards he shook my 
hand and said a few words, which 
will be lost in time because my 
brain was not able to process 
what was happening. Basically 
he sounded like Charlie Brown’s 
teacher in all the Charlie Brown 
cartoons. 


You know, he came over 
and was like “WAH WAH WAH 
WAH WAH.” 


And I’m like, “Yes, Mr. 
President.” 


Q:Since you’ve worked in 
so many spheres, is there one 





Photo Courtesy of Right On PR 


John Hodgman will be performing at St. Michael’s on Saturday Dec. 8. 


that you prefer at this moment: 
stand-up comedy, writing or 
television? 

A: If there were one that 
I preferred above all others, I 
would focus on that and be very 
successful and have a very happy 
life as opposed to stretching my- 
self out over a million different 
things and doing them all okay. 
So the answer is, unfortunately 
for me, no. I love to write, I love 
performing, I love doing come- 
dy, I love acting, I love to also sit 
around and stare at the Internet 
for long stretches of time. 


Q: A lot of people get their 
news from political humor 
shows like “The Daily Show” 
or “The Colbert Report.” Are 
those involved with the show 
aware of the impact they have 
on voters, and in creating these 
shows is much thought put into 
that in addition to just trying 
to be funny? 

A: I think that Jon and ev- 
eryone on the show willfully ig- 
nores whatever impact the show 


might have outside of making 
people laugh. It’s the show’s job 
just to be funny. It is to be funny 
around certain subjects, particu- 
larly politics and political media, 
and the moment the show starts 
trying to make a point and move 
public opinion is kind of the mo- 
ment it also stops being funny. 


Actually the only time we’re 
really aware that people get their 
news from “The Daily Show” is 
when newspaper and television 
reporters remind us that people 
get their news from “The Daily 
Show,” and it’s usually done with 
a somewhat resentful tone. 


Not you, Chris. You’re fan- 
tastic. Nothing will ever threaten 
the cultural relevance of the St. 
Michael’s College Defender. 
That is an empire that will last a 
thousand more years. 


This interview was condensed 
and edited. 
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How To Tackle Finals: Remember These Steps 


By Jack Downing 
Staff Writer 


Finals week lurks in the 
shadows. Staying largely unde- 
tected throughout the year it al- 
ways manages to surprise even 
the most battle-hardened of un- 
dergrads. Out of the 16 week se- 
mester, finals week is easily the 
most daunting. 

During these last few 
weeks students learn many 
things: where their grades stand, 
if they have a prayer at bumping 
it up a letter grade or two, or for 
some who’ve been treading wa- 
ter all semester, if they pass the 
class. 

However, this isn’t the 
case for all. Traci Griffith, de- 
partment chair of media stud- 
ies, journalism, and digital arts, 
warns about “good-grade com- 
placency” and not studying for 
finals. 

“T’ve seen finals make 
or break a semester’s grade,” 
Griffith said. “Folks who feel 
good about their place in a class 
and don’t study for their finals 
can get surprised. Overconfi- 
dence can be your downfall.” 

This feature serves as a 
comprehensive seven-step guide 
to helping students weather the 
storm and conquer their finals 
once and for all. 

1. Start Early 

This is perhaps the most 
important factor in preparing for 


finals. Do not put this work off 
until the last minute. Cramming 
is not an efficient way to prepare 
for finals and will only lead to 
overloading your studying capa- 
bilities and stressing you out. It 
is recommended to start study- 
ing for finals at least a week in 
advance. Breaking up studying 
with a little each day makes the 
workload far more manageable. 

2. Organize 

If you are like most students 
your class notes are probably a 
disheveled mess of barely rec- 
ognizable lectures, random doo- 
dles in the margins and crossed 
out mistakes. When your notes 
are retaken on fresh paper with 
bulleted points it makes. them 
much easier to read and they 
are easily digestible. Set your- 
self up a calendar with certain 
classes on specific days. Cover 
a few topics on those days and 
continue to micro-manage the 
workload. 

3. Study Guide 

Create a study guide. Pe- 
ruse your textbooks and class 
notes, paying special attention to 
terms, dates, names and events. 
Arrange them in chronologi- 
cal or chapter order, be sure to 
highlight points that you find are 
more difficult and make more 
time for them. 

“T use a study guide with 
all my exams, the organized set- 
up helps me recall specific ar- 
eas that I need to focus on and I 


gear my studying towards those 
weaknesses,” sophomore Tom 
Denuccio said. 

For those who have the lux- 
ury of graded quizzes or exams 
that your professor has handed 
back, take a look at those. The 
professor used them for a rea- 
son. Most likely at least part of 
the content will be on the final 
exam. 

4. Get Help 

You are not alone. There are 
plenty of students in the same 
position as you are, facing finals 
alone is unnecessary. Griffith 
recommends _ studying with 
groups to get multiple points of 
view on material. 

“Tt helps to bounce ideas 
off other people,” Griffith said, 
“Sometimes you think you 
know something cold, like you 
think you’ve got it. Then you 
hear someone else articulate it 
and then you're like, ‘oh wait a 
minute that’s not what I thought 
that was.” 

The library provides plenty 
of group study rooms for stu- 
dents. You can also use a class- 
room on campus because there 
will be no classes during the 
week. An additional study strat- 
egy is teaching. Try to teach the 
material without your notes to 
someone who knows nothing 
about the subject. 

“Tf you can’t explain it to an 
intelligent twelve-year-old, then 
you don’t know it,” Griffith said. 


5. Sleep 

Before you crush that Red 
Bull or brew that last pot of cof- 
fee for an epic study session, 
think about your sleep. Sleep is 
imperative if you want to suc- 
ceed. Tests make you think and 
sleep deprivation is counter-pro- 
ductive to thinking. Get at least 
seven hours of sleep before an 
exam. 

“Ttis much better to get sleep 
and have yourself be coherent 
than it is to pull an all-nighter 
and have yourself be tired when 
you are trying to retrieve infor- 
mation that you might actually 
know,” Griffith said. 

6. Take a break 

Step away from the text- 
book. Studying non-stop all 
week won’t help. It is important 
to set aside some time in the 
week to decompress and relax. 

“Do something you enjoy,” 
Griffith said, “Do something 
non-academic, watch a movie, 
go for a hike, play video games. 
If it takes climbing to the top of 
a mountain to get your mind off 
things, do it.” 

For those that are looking 
for someone to talk to, personal 
counselor Linda Hollingdale is 
always available. 

“Students are sometimes 
tired, overwhelmed, feeling 
pressure about grades, finishing 
work and running out of time. 
These factors can result in more 
anxiety, worry and poor self- 


care,” Hollingdale said. 

Hollingdale emphasizes the 
importance of maintaining good 
mental health during this stress- 
ful time and seeking help whena — 
student needs it. 

“It is a good thing when 
students realize that talking 
with someone about their con- 
cerns may be helpful,” Holling- 
dale said. “We are happy to sup- 
port students as they navigate 
through the demands of finals. 
We want students to be success- 
ful.” 

7. Remember: It’s only 
one grade 

After the test, students need 
to remember the final is only 
ohe grade of their entire college 
experience. 

“Once it’s done, it’s done,” 
Griffith said. “Don’t rehash the 
test. Worrying about it won’t 
change your score.” 

Worrying can affect your 
ability to succeed on subsequent 
exams and all that anxiety could 
cause a poor grade when aca- 
demically you were prepared for 
a decent one. 

“Even if you feel like you 
didn’t do well, you probably 
did better than you think you 
did,” Griffith said. “Let it go, 
go home, enjoy Christmas and 
remember the experience as a 
lesson for when you start a fresh 
semester in the spring.” 


Crime Threats Heat Up As Break Approaches 


By Lilly Lowe 
News Editor 


On Nov. 12, burglaries oc- 
curred at two 300 townhouses. 
Every year both burglaries and 
break-ins take place on the St. 
Michael’s campus. 

Asa Sargent, a senior who 
lives in the 300s, was one of the 
students whose personal prop- 
erty was stolen in the latest inci- 
dent. Sargent lost his backpack, 
including his laptop. 


“T walked downstairs the 
next morning to get my back- 
pack which had my computer 
and all my binders in it, but 
couldn’t find it anywhere,” Sar- 
gent said. 

“T immediately thought that 
maybe it was the girls next door 
in 323 playing another lame 
prank on us, but as I looked 
further into it, I realized more 
and more stuff was missing that 
would have crossed the lines of 
a prank.” 

Sargent and his roommates 


lost in total one computer, one 
ipod, one xbox, one graphing 
calculator, one walkie-talkie, 
one pair of sunglasses, two text- 
books and two backpacks. 

“T think the college is an 
extremely safe place and have 
never felt uncomfortable walk- 
ing around late-night,” Sargent 
said. “Although it is an eerie 
feeling knowing someone was 
in my house while we were all 
sleeping.” 

Evan White, °12, experi- 
enced vandalism in his town- 


house over winter break last 
year. The back down was broken 
down with a crow bar and their 
40 inch TV was stolen. White’s 
was one of three houses broken 
into over the break. 

“There’s not much you can 
do for a crow bar,” White said. 
“How do you stop that?” 

White said that students 
sometimes take for granted the 
sense of security at St. Michael’s. 

“TI know when I was a fresh- 
man and sophomore I never 
locked my doors,” White said. 


“People take for granted that 
we’re at such a secure location.” 

With the winter break com- 
ing up, public safety hopes stu- 
dents take the proper precautions 
before leaving campus. 


See BREAK-INS page 15 
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Break-ing the Norm: Students’ Winter Plans 


By Drew Prescott 
Online Editor 


With the stress brought on 
by the last week of classes and 
final exams, the start of winter 
break can often feel more like 
a finish line. Because of this, 
many students return home 
from school without much idea 
of what they’ll be doing for the 
next month, other than sleeping 
in and catching up on television. 

St. Michael’s senior Halle 
Dyer, however, has certainly 
been thinking what she’ll be do- 
ing over break, and she is look- 
ing forward to taking advantage 
of her free time by returning 
home to Colorado and recon- 
necting with those she has been 
missing. 

“T’m really excited to spend 
time with my family,’ Dyer 
said. “I think it can actually be 
productive to take some time to 





Above: Billy Loftus poses with a child in India during a trip through Wisdom Tours last year. 
Above right: Mike Donahue draws with children at a school during his Wisdom Tour trip to 


India last year. 


Right: Halle Dyer’s view from the sky as she flies into the Denver, CO. airport during a trip 


home 


relax over break. School can get 
stressful and it’s important to be 
able to take a step back and gain 
some perspective.” 

Dyer went on to point out 
that winter break provides stu- 
dents an opportunity to gain 
experience outside of the class- 
room, an option she feels isn’t 
always available while taking a 
full class load. 

“College is supposed to be 
preparing us for the real world,” 
Dyer said. “It’s nice to actually 
get to spend some time in it for 
a change.” 

Senior Dane Hoffman 
agreed the break provides a valu- 
able chance to gain experience 
outside the conventional college 
setting. Hoffman will spend the 
majority of his break in India. 
This trip to India is directed by 
Wisdom Tours, which runs sev- 
eral trips throughout the year for 
college students. 

“T first heard about the pro- 


Photo courtesy of Billy Loftus 


gram last year, but I became 
much more familiar with it ear- 
lier this fall,’ Hoffman said. “It 
seemed like too good of an op- 
portunity to pass up. I get to 
spend three weeks in India and 
I'll earn six credits.” 

The extra credits are sec- 
ondary for Hoffman, who is 
most excited about exploring the 
foreign country. 

“T can’t wait to get out there,” 
Hoffman said. “The mountains 
are supposedly beautiful.” 

He also expressed eagerness 
to interact with people of an- 
other culture, and he described 
the program’s important involve- 
ment with Indian communities. 

“We get to work with kids 
in under privileged areas,” Hoff- 
man said. “These kids don’t have 
adequate supplies or facilities; 
their school is basically just two 
small classrooms. I’m looking 
forward to helping them out any- 
way we can.” 


Although not all students 
will have the ability to take a trip 
like Hoffman’s, there are still op- 
portunities to be productive. In- 
grid Peterson, associate director 
of Employer Development and 
Career Counseling, described 
several ways students could uti- 
lize certain resources to improve 
their positioning for the future. 

“T really encourage students 
to get an account up and run- 
ning with our Joblink system 
over break, if they haven’t done 
so already,” Peterson said. “Also, 
before students leave they should 
schedule an appointment with us 
for the beginning of second se- 
mester, which will put them in a 
great position for finding a sum- 
mer internship.” 

Another resource she men- 
tioned was the Boston Career 
Planning and Networking Semi- 
nar on Jan. 8. The event will be 
hosted in Boston by McGladrey 
LLP, a consulting firm that em- 


ploys many St. Michael’s alumni. 

According to Peterson, the 
event will consist of panel pre- 
sentations and offers an excellent 
networking opportunity with St. 
Michael’s alumni. 

“It’s a great opportunity to 
talk to alumni and get advice 
about how to get from where you 
are now, to where you want to be 
in the future,” Peterson said. 

One final piece of advice Pe- 
terson offers students for winter 
break concerns common ques- 
tioning from friends and family. 

“T often hear about students 
going home for break and getting 
asked by friends and relatives 
about their career plans,” Peter- 
son said. “I understand answer- 
ing this question over and over 
can be annoying, so I tell stu- 
dents to turn the question around 
on the person, and ask them for 
aconnection. That way, at least 
the student can get something 
out of it.” 




















: Photo courtesy of Halle Dyer 


FEATU R ES | Tuesday, December 4, 2012 


Shred MC Hosts Jibfest 


Visit the Defender online to view the multimedia yi 


ees 
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Above: Senior Dane Sengaloun-Homsab deejayed the event. 
Right: Sophomore Coleman Jaeger grinds a rail on Friday night. 


Below: Senior Ben Gruner launches off the cannon. Gruner got second place in 
the snowboarding category. 


Below right: Atop the ramp, Senior Ben Rimmer looks on at the completed Jibfest 
course. 


Bottom right: Senior Al Kenworthy shovels snow in preparation for the event. 
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Left: Senior Ben Zackin grinds a rail at the 11th annual 
Jibfest. 


Top: Junior Tim Puzio was chosen as winner of the 
snowboarding category. 


Above: Sophomore Kevin Costello (left) is congratu- 
lated by sophomre Coleman Jaeger (right) after being 
announced as winner of the ski category. 


Below: Junior Nick Paulson kicks up snow as he hits a 
rail. 
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Comedy: °“The Greatest Drug in the World’ 


By Courtney Burnett 
Staff Writer 


Kit Rivers, a 20-year-old 
St. Michael’s junior, adjusted a 
floppy cheetah print bow that sat 
off center atop her head. “I think 
the British need comedy to make 
up for the constant dreariness 
here,” she says. She sat cross- 
legged on a small twin bed while 
a light and constant rain tapped 
against the bedroom window of 
her cramped London apartment. 

Rivers currently studies 
theatre in England and has been 
acting on stage for 16 years. 
Her freshman year of college, 
she made a jump into the world 
of stand-up comedy at the an- 
nual Martin Luther King Tal- 
ent Show. Since then, she has 
gained much credibility as a 
young comedian in the area and 
has earned a reputation for being 
provocative, brutally honest, and 
“in your face.” 

Rivers tells her jokes at 
comedy clubs three times a week 
back home and has performed in 
front of an audience as large as 
1200. 


Q&A with Kit Rivers 


Q: You’ve been perform- 
ing comedy at St. Michael’s for 





three years now. How were you 
feeling when you first stepped 
on stage? 

A: If you're a really shitty 
singer and you get up on stage, 
no one is going to boo you. But 
if you’re a comedian and no one 
laughs, there is no pretending. I 
was nervous. I knew I was go- 
ing to say some things that were 
edgy and piss some people off, 
but it ended up going so much 
better than I could’ve hoped. I 
had a moment where it clicked. 
There is something very over- 
whelming about 300 plus people 
laughing at the stuff you just 
wrote. 


Q: Was comedy always a 
big part of your life growing 
up? 

A: I grew up in a huge 
house. I was the youngest of five 
kids and in a family that big, you 
had to do something to be heard. 
My dad taught me that you al- 
ways have to have a humorous 
interpretation on life. So being 
funny was always a guaranteed 
way to get attention. In life you 
have to be funny, otherwise it’s 
kind of sad. 


Q: What goes through 
your mind when you are get- 
ting ready to go on stage? 

A: I just think about my 


Photo Courtesy of Kit Rivers 


Kit Rivers during one of her comedic performances. Rivers has become 
well known in the area for her provocative, brutally honest and “in your 


face” humor. 








set list. I say to myself: OK, 
I’m going to do falling down in 
the shower; move on to Friday 
nights, and finish up with flaccid 
penises. I just go over the order 
and then I try to think of a way 
that I can get personal with my 
audience before just jumping in 
dry. 


Q: You walk out onto the 
stage and over to your mi- 
crophone. You look out at the 
crowd. How do you feel? 

A: Comedy is the greatest 
drug in the world. It doesn’t get 
much better than a room full of 
people laughing at your life. ’m 
going to be honest; it’s nice to be 
reassured that you are as funny 
as you thought you were when 
you wrote the material. 


Q: It takes a certain type 
of person to do stand-up. How 
do you handle the criticism in- 
volved? 

A: I think that people who 
don’t do stand-up think that it 
is this brave thing to do. Taking 
criticism is really just about put- 
ting things into perspective. You 
hear terrible things when you put 
yourself out there but you just 
have to remember that no matter 
what you say, people will have 
an opinion about it. Some people 
will like you and some people 
won't. 


Q: What does comedy 
mean to you? 

A: Comedy for me is a bit 
therapeutic. It is very personal 
and you find out a lot about your- 
self. Whether it be something 
sad, happy, weird or embarrass- 
ing, when you make it funny, it 
can really turn around your day. 


Q: Authors sometimes ex- 
perience writer’s block. Do you 
ever have dry spells in your 
comedy writing? 

A: All the time. It is dif- 
ferent now that I am in London 
because everything is so new but 
back in Vermont I do stand-up 
three nights a week and am al- 
ways struggling to come up with 
new material that will make peo- 
ple laugh. You need to find new 
ways of looking at even the most 
mundane things and make them 
something funny. Sometimes the 


stuff that I come up with is abso- 
lute garbage and Ill get off stage 
and ask myself: “Why did I ever 
say that? That must have been 
the worst thing ever written.” 
But you get through it. 


Q: Why do people need 
comedy in their lives? 

A: A comic takes on peo- 
ple’s shame and embarrassment. 
It is very hard to poke fun at our- 
selves, but when someone else 
does it for you, it is liberating. 
Sometimes shit is just funny and 
people need to see that. 


Q: Have you ever had any 
really bad experiences on stage 
where you felt like maybe you 
weren’t cut out for stand-up? 

A: People don’t always 
come to comedy shows to laugh. 
They sometimes come to test 
you. They will sit in the front 
row with their arms crossed say- 
ing: “Make me laugh bitch, but 
I doubt you can.” Sometimes it 
really doesn’t matter how funny 
you are, it depends on the day and 
the audience. The worst show 
I’ve ever done was in Brandon, 
Vt. at the town hall for a benefit. 
The whole audience was over the 
age of 65. I was about five min- 
utes into my material when this 
lady at the back screams: “Watch 
your language!” I was horrified. 


Q: You get very personal 
about your relationships and 
your own life on stage. Do you 
ever worry about how people 
will receive your deepest de- 
tails? 

A: No. If I started to worry 
about that, I wouldn’t be honest 
anymore. There will always be 
people who don’t like my stuff. 
But at the end of the day, I’m still 
going to tell people about how 
I shit myself because I got sick 
or about that awkward sexual 
encounter last Saturday night. 
What makes it funny is that it’s 
not sugar coated. 


Q: You have a very blunt 
and upfront style, would you 
say that this translates into 
your friendships and romantic 
relationships as well? 

A: The way I am on stage is 
really just an exaggerated form 
of myself. It is the most aggres- 


sive part of me, just amped up 
100 times over. In real life, ’m 
not always this huge extravert. 
I’m actually very sensitive. Sur- 
prisingly enough, I’m very re- 
served romantically. 


Q: Reserved romantically. 
What does that mean? 

A: I think my comedy im- 
plies that I am a college slut 
sleeping with whoever passes by. 
Quite the contrary. I very rarely 
reveal much about myself or get 
involved too deeply with men 
until I know what I want. 


Q: When you’re not on 
stage what do you spend your 
time doing? 

A: I sing weird made up 
songs about getting dressed to 
my roommate, I spend hours 
thinking of how to prank people, 
I cry when I watch Britain’s Got 
Talent audition videos, I Skype 
home, I read books, and I am 
completely open about my love 
for TV. But mostly when I’m not 
on stage, ’'m figuring out the 
next way to get back on stage. 


Q: I read that comedians 
often have rituals or supersti- 
tions that they must adhere to 
before every show. Do you? 

A: Well I used to have a pair 
of lucky boots that no matter 
what, I had to wear. But then my 
feet would get really hot and the 
boots would start to smell so I 
couldn’t wear them anymore. So 
now I have a lucky pink pen that 
I use to write down my material. 
I don’t go anywhere without it. 
Once, I lost it for a bit and I com- 
pletely freaked out. ; 


Q: So, what happens when 
this pen runs out of ink? 

A: I can’t even fathom it. 
That day is going to come soon 
and I’m not prepared emotion- 
ally. 


Q: What advice would you 
give someone who is interested 
in trying stand-up? 

A: Everyone has ideas about 
comedy but it completely chang- 
es the minute you step on stage 
for the first time. Don’t try to 
control it. It’s just really about 
getting out there and just doing 
it. 
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BREAK-INS: 


continued from page 10 


“Our advice is to take valu- 
ables home, and those valuables 
that you can’t take home make 
sure they’re secured and hidden 
out of sight,” Director of Public 
Safety Peter Soons said. “The 
reminder is we’re going into the 
break and it is not uncommon 
for us to see an uptick in thefts 
towards the end of the semester. 
People are busy and preoccupied 
with their studies. This is the 
time of year when people try to 
steal books.” 

Soons said the crime rate 
goes in surges and each year 
it varies how many incidences 
there are. Public Safety pub- 
lishes an annual report every 
year, as required to by the Jean 
Clery campus security act. The 


Clery Act requires all colleges 
and universities that participate 
in federal financial aid programs 
to keep and disclose information 
about crime on and near their re- 
spective campuses. The report 
includes crime statistics and dis- 
closures about policies. It goes 
out Oct. 1 each year and lists the 
number of burglaries. It’s pub- 
lished in the public folders, it’s 
available on the website and it’s 
also sent out in an email. 

Public Safety notified the 
campus about the latest burglar- 
ies by announcing it on the SMC 
Portal. Sargent said he appre- 
ciates everything public safety 
does around campus but still 
thinks further measures could 
be taken to prevent crime. 

“Security cameras in the 
back of the townhouses are way 


overdue,” Sargent said. “It’s 
frustrating that there have been 
all these burglaries this year but 
no one has been caught, and no 
prevention matters that I know 
of have been taken.” 

Soons agreed that the op- 
portunity for crime needs to be 
reduced. 

“T think we do have a sense 
of community here and we want 
to be open to our friends but at 
the same time I think that’s a 
false sense of security and it also 
creates an opportunity,” Soons 
said. “I like to think St. Michael’s 
is safe, but we should never have 
a false sense of security or take 
our safety for granted. We need 
to reduce the opportunity for 
crime in any way we can.” 


Photo courtesy of Jean-Marie McGrath 


After his laptop was stolen, senior Asa Sargent began using his friend’s laptop which has stickers and bejew- 


eled decorations. 










What’s one 
thing you want 
to do before 
the world 
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Happy Holidays from the Defender 





Thank you for reading this semester and enjoy the winter break 






Front row: (left to right) News Editor Lilly Lowe, Features Editor Shannon Moore, Sports Editor Gabbi 
Hall | 


Back row: (left to right) Columns Editor Patrick Cope, News Editor Taylor Lange, Executive Editor Paul 
Palladino, Online Editor Drew Prescott, Sports Editor Chris Elbag, Photography Editor Chris Moskal 
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“Your scientists were so 
preoccupied with whether or not 
they could, they didn’t stop to 
think if they should,” — Dr. Ian 
Malcolm, Jurassic Park 

It is not difficult to come 
to a firm conclusion about the 
potential impacts of the St. Mi- 
chael’s custodians voting by an 
18-17 margin to unionize. While 
a union will likely provide for 
better wages and increased job 
security for its members, it is 
impossible to ignore that nearly 
half of the custodians are against 
forming a union. It seems illogi- 
cal to form a union without more 
support from its members. 

There are valid reasons for 
the apprehension by the custo- 
dians. Unionizing does bring a 
certain appearance of power to 
the members, but is it really nec- 


ast SS 
& 
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essary? On such a small campus 
the benefits of a union are small. 
St. Michael’s has a perfectly. ca- 
pable Human Resources depart- 
ment to answer the problems, 
like grievances, that supposedly 
inspired the unionization drive. 
This is not to completely 
dismiss the ideas that the cus- 
todians have. As Patrick Cope’s 
article details on page 3, one 
custodian suggests decreasing 
the money that goes to the high- 
est compensated employees and 
using some of the money to pay 
the custodians. According to 
the college’s 2011 tax returns, 
the ten highest paid employees 
made $1,954,505, led by Presi- 
dent John Neuhauser’s $434,336 
total compensation. The top ten 
don’t need that much money, but 
there is virtually no chance of 


them giving money back for the 
custodians. 

It is a nice wish to think that 
there could be more pay equality 
on campus, but it’s not realistic. 
The plain truth is that people on 
campus do very different jobs, 
which ultimately determine sal- 
ary, benefits and the like. 

I find it particularly difficult 
to comprehend student support 
for the union. As if tuition wasn’t 
already through the roof, in no 
world will a custodian union 
help to decrease the St. Michael’s 
price tag. Anti-union custodian 
Ann Michaud argued that in- 
creased pay would increase tu- 
ition. It is one thing to want to 
see the custodians properly com- 
pensated, but it is another thing 
to shoot yourself in the foot by 
increasing tuition on yourself. 


No Need to Unionize 


Ultimately, the apprehen- 
sion about a union by St. Mi- 
chael’s is completely under- 
standable. Many students doubt 
the administration, but it was 
certainly looking out for the best 
interest of the students and col- 
lege as a whole by opposing. the 
union. 

Does it matter that the open- 
ing quote is from Jeff Goldblum’s 
character in “Jurassic Park”? No, 
because the lesson is valuable re- 
gardless of the source. A union 
will only complicate things for 
the custodians and the rest of St. 
Michael’s. Things didn’t exactly 
work out too well for the overly 
ambitious scientists in “Jurassic 
Park.” 


-Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 


By Alex Ieronimo, ’14 








Owen Rock, the son of SMC men’s assistant basketball coach Jonathan Rock, sits on the bench with a basketball as he waits for his father to leave 
the locker room. The Purple Knights lost an overtime thriller on Wednesday night. 
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A Tax for the People, Not on the People 





By Trevor Madore 
Guest Columnist 


Has anyone seen any Robin 
Hood hats around lately? If not, 
get ready. The Student Global 
AIDS Campaign (SGAC) at St. 
Michael’s has launched an advo- 
cacy campaign with our national 





ROBIN 
HOOD 


Illustration Courtesy of EpiAnalysis 






Tuesday, Dec. 4: Internation- 
al Market, featuring tapestries, 
jewelry, and clothing made by 
artisans around the globe. Alliot 
Hall, 10 a.m.-Sp.m. 


Wednesday, Dec. 5: Chloe 
Schwenke: USAID and LGBT 
Rights. Schwenke will speak 
on LGBT rights in Africa and 


Globally. McCarthy Recital Hall, 


begins at 5 p.m. 


Monday, Dec. 10-Friday, 
Dec. 14: Final Exam Week. 


SGAC office to pass the Robin 
Hood Tax through Washington, 
D.C. 

The Robin Hood Tax is a 
financial transaction tax on the 
trading of stocks and other trans- 
actions that only large financial 
institutions take part in. Think 
of the risky trading that caused 
the housing market to crash; 
these are the types of transac- 
tions we are talking about. Not 
only has the Pope endorsed the 
Robin Hood Tax, but more than 
1,000 economists have endorsed 
it as well. 

The United States actually 
had a financial transaction tax 
from 1914-1966. We are not 
only advocating for this tax to 
be reinstated, but made stron- 
ger. Think of it as a sales tax for 
large financial transactions- a 
0.5 percent tax on specific types 
of trades only large banks make. 
That’s right, half of a penny 
for every dollar. Even though 
this tax is so tiny, these types 
of trades happen once every 
eleven seconds so an estimated 
$350 billion could be raised ev- 
ery year. This miniscule Robin 


Friday, Dec. 7: First Friday feat. DJ 


Hood Tax does not tax any indi- 
vidual- only large banks. 

Several European countries 
have adopted the Robin Hood 
Tax in response to the global fi- 
nancial crisis and it is time the 
U.S. does as well. The prob- 
lem in Europe, however, is that 
the banks are getting back the 
money generated from this tax 
because of Europe’s use of aus- 
terity measures to restore the 
economy. 

In the U.S., we must make 
sure the $350 billion does not go 
to the banks or to the Pentagon, 
which already receives 59 per- 
cent of our discretionary budget. 
That money can and must be 
used to end HIV/AIDS, support 
global health, strengthen hous- 
ing programs, fix our health care 
system, and create sustainable/ 
green jobs, better education, and 
so much more. This is vital to 
specify with the passage of the 
tax. 

“Banks got bailed out, we 
got sold out” was a popular rally 
chant among activists since the 
economic crisis in 2008. Al- 
though it is a cliché, it has never 


The banks caused the crisis and were given 
a check while Washington threatens to cut 
the few social benefit programs we have. 

It is time for the banks to reinvest in our 
economy in a way that will help people, not 
strengthen their profits. 


been truer. 

The banks caused the crisis 
and were given a check while 
Washington threatens to cut the 
few social benefit programs we 
have. It is time for the banks 
to reinvest in our economy in a 
way that will help people, not 
strengthen their profits. 

SGAC is having a rally on 
Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. on Church Street 
for the Robin Hood Tax. We 
want Senator Leahy to introduce 
this bill in the Senate and Con- 
gressman Welch to co-sponsor 
the already existing bill in the 
House. 

The Robin Hood Tax is a 
cause all people interested in 
social justice can get behind 
and we need as many bodies as 


we can get. If you wish to join. 


us, we are meeting by the tennis 


Calendar for the End of Fall Semester 


courts at 1:30 sharp on Dec. 7. 
See you there. 

Trevor Madore is a junior 
political science/peace and 
Justice double major. He can 
be reached at tmadore@mail. 
smcevt.edu. 





Source: leahy.senate.gov 
Patrick Leahy is one of the Sen- 
ators SGAC wishes to introduce 
the Robin Hood Tax Bill 


Wednesday, Dec. 5: Natalie Mac- 


Thursday, Dec. 6: December 


Precious, DJ Llu, and Sisterfunk. 18+ 
Tickets: $5 advance, $10 day of show. 


Master: Christmas in Cape Breton. 
Tickets: $15-42. Flynn MainStage, 


Holiday Party at KeyBank. Co- 
Sponsored by Long Trail Brewing 


Showcase Lounge, show starts at 8 p.m. 


Saturday, Dec. 8: Break Science + 
Michael Menert feat. Paul Basic. Tickets: 
$15 advance, $17 day of show. Higher 
Ground Ballroom, show starts at 8:30 


show starts at 7:30 p.m. 


Saturday, Dec. 8: Dona Ann 
McAdams Exhibit: “A View from the 
Backstretch.” Free and open to public. 
Amy E. Tarrant Gallery, photo exhibit 


Co., non-parishable food item dona- 
tions welcome for a chance to win 

a $150 gift certificate to Pizzeria 
Verita. 149 Bank Street, begins at 
5:30 p.m. 


p.m. (doors open at 8 p.m.). 


Sunday, Dec. 9: Catie Curtis, open- 
ing band to be announced. Tickets: $20 
advance, $23 day of show. Showcase 
Lounge, show starts at 7:30 (doors open 
at 7 p.m.). 


begins at 11 a.m. 


Thursday, Dec. 13: “Two for 
Christmas:” two plays by David 


Budbill. Tickets: $20 for adults, $16 
for students. FlynnSpace, begins at 


7:30 p.m. 


Friday, Dec. 7: Burlington’s First 
Friday Art Walk. Excellent time 

to shop for art gifts in over 30 art 
venues in downtown and south end 
Burlington. Begins at 5 p.m. 
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It’s the End of the World as We Know It? 





By Greer Lemnah 
_ Staff Writer 


We have just over two weeks 
to live. That is according to the 
Mayan calendar, which claims to 
predict the apocalypse will oc- 
cur on Dec. 21, 2012. The French 
apothecary Nostradamus, made 
many prophecies about the fu- 
ture that supposedly came true, 
and he also eluded to this event. 

There are many theories as 
to how exactly the world will 
end, but they range from a rogue 
planet colliding with ours to 
Earth being sucked into a black 
hole. If we are really approach- 
ing the end, why is no one talk- 


ing about it? Or at least a little 
worried? We should be prepar- 
ing! 

Yes, there have been pre- 
vious false alarms about a sup- 
posed doomsday.Y2K was a bust, 
and The Rapture never actually 
happened (or did it?). But this 
time, many believers say that the 
signs are all there. We have had 
multiple extreme natural disas- 
ters, like hurricanes and earth- 
quakes, the sun is in an active 
cycle, whatever that means, and 
the planets will be in some sort 
of alignment unseen for thou- 
sands of years. Whatever belief 
system you subscribe to, there is 
no denying that this theory was 
and still is, huge. 

It gained so much momen- 
tum over the last five or so years 
that NASA maintains an infor- 
mation page to dispel the rumors 
floating around the internet. In 
an article published last week, 
NASA _ astrobiologist David 


Morrison, tried to finally put an 
end to the speculation, “There is 
no true issue here, this is just a 
manufactured fantasy,” he said. 

Yet, I’m not convinced. This 
could all be a ruse, and govern- 
ments from around the world 
could be building arcs in the 
Himalayas, just like in the film 
“2012.” If this whole situation 
is going to follow a doomsday 
movie plot, I would prefer it be 
“The Day After Tomorrow.” I 
would snuggle up with Jake Gyl- 
lenhaal in the New York Public 
Library any day. 

Also, would TV lie to us? 
The popular National Geograph- 
ic Channel show “Doomsday 
Preppers” has been trying to tell 
us what we need. The essentials 
include water, nonperishable 
food, a radio, first aid kit, col- 
lapsable walking sticks, proper 
cellphone apps, mace/stun gun, 
and even a propane grill. I know 
that I haven’t been readying my- 


self for this. ’ve been too busy 
studying, doing homework and 
Black Friday shopping. Priori- 
ties people. 

So I guess the question we 
must ask ourselves is why? Why 
do the homework? Why bother 
studying for finals? If it’s all go- 
ing to blow up, melt down, or 
flood, what’s the point? It won’t 
matter that you have 18 credits 
towards a philosophy degree. 
The end of days waits for no one. 

As this very well may be the 
last Defender ever, please read it. 
At least pick up a copy to use as 
kindling in your bomb shelters. 
But let us remember the message 
Jay Sean advised us last spring 
with his hit song “2012,” “We 
gonna party like, party like it’s 
the end of the world/You know 
that it doesn’t matter as long as 
we got each other.” On Dec. 20 
let’s heed his warning and hug 
our families, say goodbye to our 
friends. Oh and don’t forget to 








Source: Text Archives 
Michel de Nostredame, known 


in Latin as “Nostradamus.” 


sacre 


grab that collapsable walking 
stick, it might come in handy. 
Greer Lemnah is a junior 


journalism major. She can be 


reached at 
smevt.edu. 


glemnah@mail. 
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Fresh Quality PizZe_ 


t ” 
FADITIONAL / VEGETARIAN / couRMe 


LEONARDO'S BASICS 


SAUCE & CHEESE PIZZA MED $9.95 LG $14.25 PLUS TAX 


SAUCES CRUSTS 

Zesty Tomato Hand Tossed Traditional 

Creamy Alfredo Extra Thin or Thick 

Olive Oil Garlic King Arthur White 

Pesto Pine Nut King Arthur Certified 

Thai Peanut Organic Wheat MED ADD .50 LG ADD .75 
Barbecue Gluten Free MED ONLY ADD $3.00 


PIZZA TOPPINGS MED $1.50 each LG $1.75 each PLUS TAX 


CHICKEN WINGS 
REGULAR / HOT / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


PANKO CRUSTED BONELESS TENDERS 
REGULAR / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


SINGLE (1Lb) $7.25 / DOUBLE (2 Lb) $13.50 
DOUBLE DOUBLE (4 Lb) $25.00 PLUS TAX 


FRESH BREADSTICKS FRESH SALADS 

GARLIC $3.75 GARDEN $4.75 
CHEESY $4.75 GREEK $5.75 PLUS TAX 
SWEET CINNAMON $3.75 





951-9000 


WWW.LEONARDOSONLINE.COM 


ORDER ONLINE 
FREE DELIVERY/CARRY OUT 


10% OFF WITH COLLEGE ID 


TRADITIONAL MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 

CLASSIC PEPPERONI DELUXE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Peppers and White Mushrooms 
MEAT LOVER’S REVENGE 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, Hot Italian 
Sausage, Ground Western Beef and New England Baked Ham 

NICOLE’S BACON CHEESEBURGER PARADISE 

Ketchup, Honey Mustard, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Extra Ground Beef, Cob Smoked Bacon, Sprinkles of Gorgonzola 
Cheese 

AMANDA’S SIX FEET UNDER 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Italian 
Pepperoni, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Cob Smoked Bacon, Hot Italian Sau- 
sage 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND DELIGHT - 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, New England Baked Ham, Cob 
Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli and Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 

TEXAS HOT BUFFALO CHICKEN 

Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, 

Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheeses 
ROASTED CHICKEN BBQ 

Barbecue Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers 
LEONARDO’S WORKS MED $14.25 LG $19.50 PLUS TAX 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Hot Italian Sausage, Freshly Cut Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Red 
Onions, Green Peppers and California Black Olives 


ROASTED MAINE POTATO 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Green Spinach, 
Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Freshly Sliced Potatoes, Smoked Bacon, 
mary and Feta Cheese 

BASIL PESTO CHICKEN 

Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken 
Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red On- 
ions with Gorgonzola Cheese 

MOLLY’S CHICKEN MUSHROOM CARBONARA 

Alfredo Sauce, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Cheddar/Mozzarella/Parmesan 
Cheese, Freshly Sliced Mushrooms and Red Onions, Smoked Bacon, Marinat- 
ed Chicken ; 

FENNEL SAUSAGE GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Hot Italian Sausage, 
Fennel, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola 
Cheese 

CLASSIC CHICKEN CORDON BLEU 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England Baked Ham, 
Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Blended Cheeses 
ASIAN THAI CHICKEN 

Thai Peanut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell Peppers and 


Rose 


INSPIRED VEGETARIAN MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


VEGETARIAN WORKS 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Cut Spinach, Broccoli, White 
Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, Plum Tomatoes and California Black 
Olives 

GORGONZOLA GOURMET 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Green Spinach, 

Plum Tomatoes, Marinated Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 

EXOTIC GREEK ISLAND 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Chopped Garlic, 

Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes 

and California Black Olives with Greek Feta Cheese 

FOUR CHEESE FUSION 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes 

with Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan and Gorgonzola Cheeses 

PESTO FETA MEDITERRANEAN 

Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Red 
Onions, Artichoke Hearts with Feta Cheese 

THE VEGAN SALVATION MED $14.25 LG $19.50 PLUS TAX 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Vegan Soy Cheese, Fresh Chopped Spinach, 

Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Plum Tomatoes, Black Olives 
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‘Unfair AIDS Stigma 


Prevents Progress 


Only by making it a mainstream practice of 





By Jacob Pelletier 
Guest Columnist 


When looking at the AIDS 
pandemic, one thing in particu- 
lar separates it from many other 
diseases that have affected so- 
ciety. The fact that having the 
disease labels you as an outsider 
is something that many people 
have never experienced, let alone 
realized. 

Since the beginning of the 
epidemic, AIDS has dispropor- 
tionally affected an already dis- 
enfranchised population. 

Whether it’s gay men or 
injection drug users, AIDS was 
seen as something that was at the 
fault of the individual because 
often individual habits of the 
person put them at risk. 

When looking at why this 
disease in particular has had 
such a stigma, two main things 
are apparent: one is the relation- 
ship most of society-has with the 
populations associated with HIV 


By knowing your 
status you are not 
only helping yourself 
and solidifying your 
own health you are 
also helping the fight 
against stigma and 
further transmission 
of HIV so one day we 
may be able to live in 
an AIDS free genera- 


tion. 9 


and the other is the fear associ- 
ated with its transmission. 

Both of these ideas contrib- 
ute to the stigma that HIV has, 
and they contribute to the crimi- 





knowing and accepting your statuses can 


ideas around being HIV positive Bee 


nalization an HIV carrier has. 

In fact, in many countries 
there have been laws of prosecu- 
tion for those that transmit the 
disease, and many others will 
not allow you to travel to the 
country if you are infected. 

The stigma that is associ- 
ated with at-risk populations 
affects those populations even 
more. These populations are 
already on the lower end of the 
social hierarchy and having this 
disease only adds to why they 
are viewed differently. 

Because people acquire 
this disease often from person- 
al practice, many people often 
blame the individuals for con- 
tracting this deadly virus. Be- 
cause other diseases, like cancer, 
have a sense of randomness to 
them, people often disregard the 
habits of the person because how 
could they have ever known they 
were going to get cancer? 

The perpetuation of these 
ideas needs to stop. By labeling 
an already marginalized com- 
munity we are only separating 
them more from the institutions 
that are available to help them. 

This idea in_ particular 
would help many countries in 
Sub-Saharan Africa because 
the stigma is so great that many 
people refuse to get tested. If the 
stigma of HIV was removed then 
more people would feel comfort- 
able with getting tested and in 
turn be able to begin to find ac- 
cess to treatment that can save 
their lives, but also prevent the 
further spread of the virus. 

The other association with 
the stigma of HIV is how it is 
transmitted. Before the knowl- 
edge was found about how it 
was transmitted through bodily 
fluids, legislation of quarantines 
were proposed and even people 
themselves were scared of stand- 


ing next to someone who was 
HIV positive for fear of trans- 
mission. 

The fact that many people 
do not understand how it is 
transmitted and believe that 
kissing someone who is HIV in- 
fected may pass it along contrib- 
utes to the fear associated with 
it. The fact that the transmission 
of bodily fluids often happens 
in intimate moments of a per- 
son’s life also contributes to the 
fear because HIV can affect you 
when you are at a more vulner- 
able state. 

Only by making it a main- 
stream practice of knowing and 
accepting your statuses can 
ideas around being HIV positive 
change. People need to be edu- 
cated on the basic facts of trans- 
mission and prevention because 
it is not just the gay population 
that is affected. 

Anyone who participates 
in sex or other actions that may 
cause transmission could be at 
risk. In fact one of every five 
people that are infected do not 
know they are positive. 

By getting tested, people 
can then find treatment in order 
to prevent further transmission 
along with finding ways to help 
them live full and healthy lives. 

By knowing your status, 
you are not only helping yourself 
and solidifying your own health 
you are also helping the fight 
against stigma and further trans- 
mission of HIV so one day we 
may be able to live in an AIDS 
free generation. 


Jacob Pelletier is a junior 
sociology and political science 
double major. He can be reached 
at jpelletier2@mail.smcvt.edu. 
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Women’s Rugby Dominates Northeast Division 


Following their victory over Stonehill, the team prepares for nationals in Philadelphia this spring 


By Michelle Moreau 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s women’s 
rugby team beat Stonehill 17-10 
to take the title as Rugby North- 
east Division II champions on 
Saturday, November 17. De- 
feated by Stonehill in the regular 
season, the Purple Knights were 
out for revenge. 

Both teams remained score- 
less until about halfway through 
the first half when the first try 
was scored by St. Michael’s, 
making the score 5-0. The game 
remained close throughout, and 
neither team was able to feel 
comfortable with itslead. Fans 
surrounded the field and kept the 
adrenaline pumping by cheer- 
ing and giving support to both 
teams. Tensions were high, but 
the Purple Knights pulled out 
the win after a long, cold game. 

“We all wanted to win,” said 
senior Christin Sandhammer, 
the team’s scrum captain. “It 
came down to who had the most 
heart.” 

The team went 8-1 in the 
regular season, working hard 
on conditioning and skills that 
boosted their abilities to play 


high-level rugby, and allowed 
them to leave all of their com- 
petitors behind. 

“This is the most fit team 
we’ve ever had, and we don’t 
have one all-star,’ said senior 
Kristy Baum, the team’s back 
captain. “Most teams have one 
star player; we are all on the 
same level.” 

Baum and Sandhammer 
have played together since their 
freshman year in 2009 at St. 
Michael’s and have excelled in 
the sport ever since. The thing 
most people don’t know about 
the rugby team, however, is that 
they are a club sport competing 
at a varsity level. 

“We are a club but we do 
all the same things as the other 
teams,” Sandhammer said. “We 
have officers and people on the 
team make the decisions.” 

What made the team a suc- 
cess this year was their ability 
to come together and push each 
other during the final game. 

“We never get down on each 
other,” Baum said. “If someone 
messes up, we lift them up in- 
stead.” 

With 37 members on the 
team, coach Charles Cisco has 


r 


Courtesy of St. Michael’s Womens Rugby Team 






Women’s rugby played their rival, Stonehill, for the Rugby Northeast Division II Championships on Nov. 17, 


clinching the title 17-10. 


a lot to keep track of. Cisco 
has been the team’s coach since 
2001, and credits the win also to 
the teamwork and the dedication 
all of the women have put in dur- 
ing and before the season. 

“This season we came to- 
gether as a team,” Cisco said. 
“People knew and succeeded 
at their role. Everyone worked 
hard in the off season, which al- 
lowed preseason to be focused 


on skills. We shut down a potent 
offense. People kept looking for 
open players and no-one was 
selfish. They have a good squad 
and good coaching, but it came 
down to heart, who wanted it 
more.” 

From here to the end of the 
semester, the women will be 
taking some time off, working 
out on their own and recovering 
from any injuries that happened 






Visit the SMC Athlet- 
ics website and scroll through 
the press releases. Visitors see 
that words “lost, “setback” 
and “falls” more than they see 
“wins,” “leads,” or “victory.” 
Even the best teams do not win 
every game, but if we are being 
honest, we want St. Michael’s to 
win a little more often. 

Thanks to the women’s 
rugby team, there is cause for 
celebration. With a recent vic- 
tory against Stonehill, the team 
defeated their close rival and 
earned a spot at the national 
competition in Philadelphia this 
spring. Very few Purple Knights 
are able to compete on the na- 
tional stage and now we have a 
club team, stealing the spotlight 
from varsity athletics. 

On page 22, I wrote a story 


KNIGHT WRITER 


about club sports on campus. A 
decision has been made by the 
Club Sports Council to not add 
any club sports indefinitely. Cur- 
rent sports like women’s rugby 
won’t be affected, but the school 
does not have the resources to 
fund any additional sports. By 
ending the possibility for new 
club sports, are we putting a 
damper on the potential for suc- 
cessful athletic teams? 

Club sports currently live 
under the Student Association 


umbrella and receive fund- | 


ing from their budget. In fact, 
$57,741 are going towards club 
sports. Colin Marshall, the sec- 
retary of finance for the SA, said 
that money isn’t the primary is- 
sue with club sports. There are 
$12, 830 in the general reserves 
of the SA, enough for any club 


is there any hope for club sports? 


to start up. 

Space, however, is a prob- 
lem. Tarrant courts are being 
used by varsity teams that can’t 
practice outside during the win- 
ter months. Even the men’s bas- 
ketball team, which is housed 
in the Ross Sports Center with 
women’s basketball and wom- 
en’s volleyball, uses the Tarrant 
Courts. 

I think that it is time for 
the school to start talking about 
adding to our athletic facilities. 
I understand the reality of the 
finances involved in taking on a 
project like this, particularly in 
conjunction with the financial 
burden of the Quad Commons 
project. The general reserves of 
the SA certainly aren’t going to 
cover the bill and no wants tu- 
ition to increase, but I think it 


is important that we take step 
back and look at the positive im- 
pacts club sports can have on the 
school’s reputation and the stu- 
dent experience. 

The story about the union- 
ization of the janitors at St. Mi- 
chael’s discusses the reallocation 
of paychecks to give more equal 
pay to employees without in- 
creasing tuition. Could a similar 
tactic be used to add to athletics? 
I don’t think that administration 
or faculty would be willing to 
take pay cuts significant to fund 
another construction project. 

The bottom line is St. Mi- 
chael’s should reconsider their 
club sports decision and start 
making plans to improve the 
programs that are outshining our 
varity athletics program. 


- By Gabbi Hall Sports Editor 





during the season. Though they 
have a little break, it is only tem- 
porary. The spring season games 
start in March, and in early April 
the team will be heading to Phil- 
adelphia for nationals. If they 
win two games there, the team 
will take off to the west coast for 
two more games to push them 
farther in the championships. 






\Wansn eer: $19,000 
Men's Rugby - $18,000 
ShredMC - $15,000 
Cycling Club-$2,200 
Water Polo Club - $2,000 

Track Club- $1,100 


- Ultimate Frisbee Club - $444 


Total - $57,744, 
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Alpine Ski Team Travels West for Traiming 


The team began their season with a trip to Colorado where they prepared for their most competitive 
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Sophomore Fredrik Sandell, the only skier from St. Michael’s to qualify for NCAA Nationals in 2012, racing 
in the Williams Carnival at Jiminy Peak, N.H. last season. 


By Sheila Bogan 
Staff Writer 


As the snow falls on the 
mountain tops and covers cam- 
pus in a blanket of white, the St. 
Michael’s alpine ski team is pre- 
paring for the upcoming season. 
The team recently returned from 
a week at Copper Mountain in 
Colorado where they practiced 
and bonded as a group. 

“The guys were really com- 
ing together and everybody was 


there to help each other,’ head 


* coach Angus MacLeod said. 


“There were big improvements 
throughout the week. It ended up 
being a great trip.” 

Senior Andrew Keating said 
that the team celebrated Thanks- 
giving together at a team mates 
condo at Copper Mountain. 

“All the guys were together 
all the time pretty much,” Keat- 
ing said. 

After arriving in Colorado 
on Nov. 16, the team spent the 
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Photo By Christ Moskal 
First-year Brad Farrell spots junior Carl Oscar Bredengen in the var- 
sity weight room of Ross Sports Center. 


weekend doing some free ski- 
ing and drills at-Loveland, fol- 
lowed by training on Monday. 
The team raced against Middle- 
bury College on Tuesday, and 
MacLeod observed strong ski- 
ing from the men. It was his first 
real look at the team this season. 
They spent the rest of the week 
in Colorado training before they 
returned to St. Michael’s early 
Saturday morning. 

The rare trip to Colorado 
provided an opportunity for the 





nine men on the team to practice 
in good conditions, said Fredrik 
Sandell, a sophomore on the 
team. 

“Both the girls and guys 
showed really good skiing out 
there, so it’s looking good for 
this season,’ Sandell said. “I 
think it’s really important for us 
to be able to go out there because 
all of the other schools do it ev- 
ery year.” 

As a freshman, Sandell 
was the lone selection from St. 
Michael’s to compete in the 
National Collegiate Men’s and 
Women’s Skiing Champion- 
ships in Montana. He was also 
one of two men’s skiers named 
to the United States Collegiate 
Ski Coaches Association All- 
Academic honors. 

Sandell noted that the team 
is really improving each year. 

“There’s actually a good 
chance that we’re going to write 
some history for the school this 
season,” Sandell said. “We'll 
probably send some guys and 
girls to the National Champion- 
ship.” 

“T expect Fredrik Sandell 
to have another good year this 
year,” MacLeod said. “The other 
eight guys we have are all up 
there with Fredrik. They’re all 
skiing very well.” 

The St. Michael’s men’s ski 
program is one of only four St. 
Michael’s athletic programs to 
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frequently compete against Di- 
vision I programs. This means 
that the team competes against 
some of the best programs in 
the country, such as the Univer- 
sity of Vermont, Dartmouth Col- 
lege and the University of New 
Hampshire. 

“This will be the best team 
that we’ve had a St. Mike’s 
for guys,’ said Keating, who 
claimed that this team would be 
the most competitive that it has 
ever been. 

In order for the team to at- 
tend the Colorado camp, they 
needed to stay off of the mid- 
term academic warning list, 
MacLeod said and he hopes to 
improve the team academics as 
a whole this season. 

Balancing four to five hours 
of practice and academics each 
day is a challenge, Sandell said. 

“Most people on the ski 
team are used to going to ski 
academies before college, so 
we’re pretty much used to it,” 
Sandell said. 

According to MacLeod, the 
team is hoping to qualify three 
men for the NCAA Champion- 
ship this year. He hopes that the 
men’s team will place in the top- 
five out against other schools at 
each meet. The team’s first meet 
is on Friday, January 11, 2013 at 
Mount Mansfield. — 


Courtesy of St. Michael’s Alpine Ski Team 


The men’s and women’s alpine ski teams at Copper Mountain in Colorado over Thanksgiving break. 
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Men’s_ Basketball: The 
men’s basketball team suffered 
_a pair of tough losses last week 
against two conference foes. 
On Nov. 28, the Purple Knights 
fell to Bentley at home 73-72 
‘in overtime. The team trailed 
by as many as 13 in the second 
half, but rallied to force the Fal- 
cons into the extra period. The 
team was led by sophomore 
James Cambronne’s 15 points 
and six rebounds off the bench, 
while classmate Dom Ditlefsen 
chipped in with 14 points by go- 
ing 4-of-5 from behind the arc. 
_ On Saturday, the Purple Knights 
‘. dropped another one to a na- 
& tionally-ranked Stonehill squad, 
_ 51-47. The Purple Knights were 
~ Ied by the hot hand of sophomore 
. Corey Crawford who scored 13 
_ points while going 3-for-5 from 
three-point range. 






od 


3 
id Women’s Basketball: The 
women’s basketball team faced 
a similar fate against Bentley 
and Stonehill last week. Nicole 
_ Adach tallied a game-high 16 
_ points while shooting an almost 
perfect 8-of-9 from the field. 
__ The senior co-captain also added 
_ five rebounds and four steals to 
_ the stat sheet against the second- 
ranked team in the country. 
: The Purple Knights dropped to 
1-5 overall on Saturday by the 
way of an undefeated Stonehill 
program. Senior co-captain 
Megan Olsen scored a season- 
high 16 points to go along with 
three steals and first-year Megan 
Gaudreau added nine points with 
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KNIGHT CAP 


A Review in the Week of Sports 





her sharpshooting from three- 
point land. 


Men’s Hockey: The men’s 
ice hockey team dropped a pair 
of contests last week to put it 
at 2-7 overall. Castleton State 
bested the Knights 6-3 on Friday 
night, pulling away in the third 
period. Junior Ryan Arsenault 
delivered a pair of goals for the 
team and senior co-captain Dan 
Evarts tallied his first goal of 
the season. Sophomore Dave 
Donzanti posted 20 saves in his 
second career start on Saturday 
for St. Michael’s as the Knights 
dropped a narrow 1-0 decision to 
Skidmore. 


Women’s Hockey: The 
women’s hockey team followed 
suit as they also lost a pair of 
tilts this past weekend. First, the 
Purple Knights were shutout 2-0 
against Salve Regina, but senior 
goalie Erin Stevens was able to 
make history in the contest. Ste- 
vens broke the program’s record 


for career saves by passing Aly-- 


sia Goldman °11 (1,823). Ste- 
vens finished the night with 46 
saves to put her running total at 
1,851 for her career. The team 
then headed to Worcester, Mass. 
to take on the College of Holy 
Cross, a Division I program. 
The Knights lost a nail-biter in 
the final minutes after rallying 
from a two-goal deficit. Stevens 
posted 41 saves and defensemen 
Allison Graf and Fernanda Saa- 
vedra netted goals in the loss. 


Ahead in Sports: Dec. 3-Dec. 10 


Men’s Basketball 
Dec. 4 at Merrimack 
Dec. 6 vs. Saint Anselm 


Women’s Basketball 
. Dec. 4 at Merrimack 
Dec. 6 vs. Saint Anselm 


rrent Winter Sports Standings 


Men's Swimming: 1-2 












No Funds and No Facilities 


Club Sports Council announces a hold on adding club sports 


By Gabbi Hall 
Sports Editor 


Close to 25 percent of stu- 
dents at St. Michael’s are varsity 
athletes. Most students have few 
options for athletic pursuits. St. 
Michael’s currently funds seven 
club sports: men’s and women’s 
rugby, water polo, track, cycling, 
ultimate frisbee, and skiing and 
snowboarding, but students will 
not see any additions to the list 
following an announcement 
from the Student Association on 
Nov. 13. 

“Right now and indefinitely 
in the future, we aren’t entertain- 
ing any idea of a club sport be- 
yond the seven that we have right 
now,” said Colin Marshall, the 
secretary of finance for the SA. 

The Club Sports Council 
(CSC), which made the deci- 
sion, consists of eight members 
including students, staff and fac- 
ulty. 

“The purpose of the council 
is to manage existing club sports 
as well as manage requests and 
interest for new club sports,” 
said Chris Moskal, secretary of 
athletics in the SA; Moskal is 
also an editor for the Defender. 

Club sports are different 


from a typical club on campus 
because they can’t simply meet 
in a classroom. They need space 
in available athletic facilities. 

A new club could form and 
receive a $500 budget from the 
SA, but a club sport goes by a 
different definition and has dif- 
ferent hurdles to jump through. 

“A club sport is defined as 
an athletic activity which re- 
quires a strong commitment to 
their sport as well as a focus on 
intercollegiate/amateur competi- 
tion for all its student members,” 
the SA Constitution states. 

In fact, club sports need to 
be pre-approved by the CSC be- 
fore moving to the SA for fund- 
ing. A lack of funding for future 
clubs is not the primary reason 
the decision was made and this 
is not anew discussion at St. Mi- 
chael’s. 

“This discussion arised even 
before I took this position,’ Mar- 
shall said. “It was a few years 
ago; I believe it was after the wa- 
ter polo club. They said, ‘Okay, 
that’s about it right there.” 

Eventually, the council 
decided that the student body 
needed to be told because the re- 
sources were becoming slim in 


the athletics department. : 

Marshall said that in the 
council meeting Ann Dwyer told 
them that there are not enough 
facilities to house more teams, 
explaining that space is an issue 
with the sports currently com- 
peting. 

Zaf Bludevich, senior as- 
sistant director of athletics, said 
that prior to 1982, club sports 
were under the control of the ath- 
letics department, but following 
event, like Title XI many club 
sports became varsity sports, 
leaving few club sports for stu- 
dents. Bludevich also said that 
it is not atypical for club sports 
to be run under the umbrella of 
the student life department at a 
college. 

“Tt varies,’ Bludevich said. 
“T just got a call from St. A’s rug- 
by. They wanted to know what 
our budget kind of looked like 
for rugby- and it’s run through 
their res life. Whereas rugby at 
Norwich is under athletics:” 

Current club will 
continue to receive funding from 
the SA, but with new club sports 
on hold, students will need to 
participate in intramural teams 
to get their competitive fix. 


sports 





Photo by Gabbi Hall 


Senior Colin Delaney and members of the cycling club unwrap new tools for their bike shop in the basement 
of St. Joseph’s Hall. The Student Association gave them $2,200 to start a bike rental program in addition to 


tools for bike repairs. 
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By Chris Elbag 
Sports Editor 


Before the start of the 2012- 
13 season, men’s basketball head 
coach Michael Harding named 
his only two seniors as captains 
of the young squad. Choosing 
seniors to lead has been a staple 
in Harding’s coaching career, but 
the journey to the top for Derek 
Knutty and John Reiser has been 
on roads less travelled. 

Knutty comes to St. Mi- 
chael’s by way of Rocklin, Ca- 
lif. and started off his career as 
a Purple Knight by making 10 
starts and becoming a solid con- 
tributor during his first season in 
2009-10. However, his number 


of starts and play time decreased 
over the last two years causing 


Knutty to rethink his situation at 
a school located on the other side 
of the country. 

Knutty explained that dur- 
ing his second season, he debat- 
ed whether or not to stay with the 
program and felt like if he left he 
would be letting his teammates 
down. 

“My sophomore year around 
Christmas time, I thought about 
leaving,’ Knutty said. “It’s not 
so much making friends, it’s a 
close community that we have 
here and it would be like leaving 
your family behind.” 

Harding applauded Knutty’s 
toughness over the years and 
said that the 6-foot-7 inch for- 
ward is one of the most impor- 
tant players on the court for the 
team this year. As a starter this 
season, Knutty is averaging 8.6 
points per game while leading 
the team in rebounding with 9.8 
per contest. 

“He’s one of the only guys 
that has honestly made it through 
my three years here,” Harding 
said. “He’s about as selfless as 
a player that I’ve coached since 
I’ve been at St. Michael’s and I] 
think that’s his best attribute as a 
captain and a leader.” 

Reiser is in his third sea- 
son with the team and his rise 
through the ranks has been un- 





DEFENDERS PO RTS 


Senior Captains Prove That Patience is a Virtue 


Knutty, Reiser lead Purple Knight squad in 2012-13 in different fashions to pursue a common goal 


orthodox compared to most of 
this year’s roster. Reiser made 
the team as a sophomore in 2010 
as a walk-on and has only played 
four minutes in his entire career. 

Reiser admits that not play- 
ing is tough, but he sees his role 
as another way to contribute and 
make an impact. 

“I see myself as being a ma- 
ture leader because we’ve got a 
lot of youth,” Reiser said. “They 
definitely look up to me and 
Knut for guidance and we try 
to bring that every day and get 
them prepared for what they’re 
going to see on the court.” 

Reiser said that there are 
times where he contemplates his 
choice, but his love for basketball 
and his teammates overpowers 
any doubt in his mind. 

“There are definitely days 
where you feel that a little insig- 
nificance,” Reiser said. ‘But, 
then I think of how long I’ve 
played basketball and how much 
I love the game. I love these 
guys and I feel like if I left them, 
I'd be letting them all down.” 

Harding is impressed with 
Reiser’s mental capacity and 
explained that he helps out the 
coaching staff by adding new 
perspectives that he sees on the 
court during game time. 

“John’s the smartest guy in 
our program and when he speaks 
the team listens,” Harding said. 
“Without him I think we’d be 
much less aware of things on 
the court we can improve upon 
throughout the year.” 

Harding sees Knutty and 
Reiser as two completely dif- 
ferent types of leaders, but their 
contrast in styles play off of each 
other. 

“John is somebody who 
sits back, watches, analyzes the 
situation and then is more much 
more careful about what he is go- 
ing to say,” Harding said. “But, 
as a result it has a lot more punch 
and it’s usually right on.” 

“Derek is a guy that leads 
much more by doing,” Harding 
said. “I can’t really remember 
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Captain Derek Knutty battles for position against Bentley forward Tyler McFarland (32) during the Purple 
Knights’ 73-72 overtime loss at the Ross Sports Center on Wednesday night. 


a practice yet this year where 
he isn’t the first guy up in drills. 
He’s sort of our energy guy.” 

Knutty and Reiser agreed 
that leading a team with 11 un- 
derclassmen can be difficult. 

“Tt can be kind of hard some- 
times,” Reiser said. “You have to 
make sure that you maintain that 
leadership with younger guys so 
we can allow them to grow and 
get game time experience.” 

As the only two seniors in 
the men’s basketball program the 
pair feels like they have created 
a solid bond over the past three 
years, which allows them to be 
comfortable as the team’s lead- 
ers. 

“We’re really good friends,” 
Reiser said. “We’ve been here 
with coach since he’s gotten here 
so we kind of know what to ex- 


pect from him and we go based 


off of that and usually have the 
same opinions on situations.” 
Harding explained _ that 
early in the year the team has “a 
ways to go.” He explained that 
the team is being played a very 
specifically way defensively and 
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John Reiser (left) looks on and Derek Knutty (middle) takes a breather 
as the men’s basketball team takes on Bentley at the Ross Sports Center 


on Wednesday night. 


the team has to be more patient 
in their offensive game plan. 
Harding connected the role of 
patience to his own captains and 
their journeys. 
“It’s probably something 
that we take from Derek and 
John,’ Harding said. “John 
never plays and he’s as patient as 
can be and Derek has definitely 


waited his turn.” 

The team will look to im- 
prove their 2-3 record as Knutty, 
Reiser and the Purple Knights 
continue their journey Dec. 4 at 
Merrimack. The team will be 
back at home on Dee. 6 as they 
take on Saint Anselm at 7:30 
p.m. 


